
Reporting Committee – Racing Rules Committee 

Other Committee – Equipment Committee, Race Officials Committee    Submission: 156-15 

Racing Rules of Sailing 

Introduction, Terminology 

A submission from the Chairman of the Racing Rules Committee 

Purpose  

To make it easier for readers to find and use the meanings given in the Terminology paragraph in 
the Introduction. 

 

Proposal 1 

Delete the Terminology paragraph in the Introduction and replace it with the following: 

Terminology 

Each of these terms is used in The Racing Rules of Sailing with the meaning given in this table. 

Boat A sailboat and the crew on board. 

Change to a rule Any change to a rule, including an addition to it or the 

deletion of all or part of it. 

Hail Words spoken loudly enough that a boat to which they are 

directed can reasonably be expected to hear them. 

National authority An ISAF member national authority. 

Race committee The committee appointed under rule 89.2(b) and any other 

person or committee performing a race committee function. 

Racing rule A rule in The Racing Rules of Sailing. 

Vessel Any boat or ship. 

Other words and terms are used in the sense ordinarily understood in nautical or general use. 

 

Proposal 2 

Change the preamble to Definitions as follows: 

A term used as stated below is shown in italic type or, in preambles, in bold italic type. The 

meaning of several other terms is given in Terminology in the Introduction.  

 

Current Position 

Terminology   A term used in the sense stated in the Definitions is printed in italics or, in 

preambles, in bold italics (for example, racing and racing). ‘Racing rule’ means a rule in The 

Racing Rules of Sailing. ‘Boat’ means a sailboat and the crew on board; ‘vessel’ means any boat or 
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ship. ‘Race committee’ includes any person or committee performing a race committee function. A 

‘change’ to a rule includes an addition to it or deletion of all or part of it. ‘National authority’ means 

an ISAF member national authority. Other words and terms are used in the sense ordinarily 

understood in nautical or general use. 

 

Reason 

The display of the meanings in Terminology in a table and the reference to that table in the 
preamble to Definitions will make it more likely that readers will become aware of those meanings 
and also make the Terminology paragraph easier to use. 

Note: The entry for ‘hail’ should be removed from the table above if Proposal 3 in the submission 
proposing changes in rule 20 and Terminology is not approved. 


